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The Adopt-a-State program is a 
new and exciting program of The 
Dragonfly Project (TDP) that is just 
about one year old. It has allowed 
TDP to grow and reach out farther 
to those who have lost loved ones. 

We currently have nearly 40 
volunteers in Adopt-a-State who live 
in many cities and states across the 
country. These volunteers watch for 
obituaries of people under 40 years 
old (but not limited to that) and 
distribute packets to those in the 
areas of their choice throughout the 
country. 

My wife Lynn and I have been 

coordinators for the Adopt-a-State 
program since it started last April. 
Since then, we have distributed over 
1,600 packets to our volunteers. 
When we prepare these shipments 
and look at the total number, it’s 
heart wrenching when you realize 
that each of those packets represents 
a tragic loss for a family somewhere.

This program would not be possible 
if it weren’t for our wonderful 
volunteers. When we have the 
opportunity to talk to them, they 
all have that feeling of reaching out 
to those who have lost loved ones 
and many were recipients of packets 
themselves. 
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I have always had a love for dragonflies, and I never knew 
why. My father makes stained glass, and when my husband 
and I moved into a new home I asked him to make me 
glass doors with dragonflies on them for my kitchen. A few 
summers ago I was shopping with my mom and I found this 
beautiful iron dragonfly for my front yard. I remember my 
mom asking me what my deal was with dragonflies anyway? 
She wanted to know what reason I had for liking them so 
much. I couldn’t tell her why. I didn’t know why. I just did. 
At the time I was perfectly ok with not knowing and so was she.

In April of 2010 my mom died instantly of a heart attack 
at the age of 56. About a week after I returned home from 
her funeral I received a dragonfly project card in the mail from a friend’s mother. She didn’t know me very well, and 
certainly didn’t know I liked dragonflies. She hand wrote in the bottom of the card “you’ll be surprised how many 
you will see”…as I read those words, and looked up at my dragonfly stained glass doors, and could see the other 
dragonfly items throughout my home, I instantly realized why I loved them so, and even more so, I understood why 
I wasn’t supposed to know until this moment. It was this card that made me realize, and I am so grateful.

My Dragonfly Story:  Amy Hennen
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The Dragonfly Buzzette is the official newsletter of The 
Dragonfly Project and is published twice a year.  The 
next issue will be published in Fall 2011. The Dragonfly 
Buzzette committee consists of Julie Bonde, Peter Bonde, 
Anne Marquardt Brooker, Sharon Foss, Patsy Kahmann, 
Valerie Marquardt, Cheryl Seefeldt, Jan Stanton 
and Sara Weingartner. 

Spring 2011

Spring, as a season of rebirth and new life, provides us the opportunity 
to remember our loved ones. The Ninth Annual Celebration was such 
an occasion. As usual, the event drew people in to reflect and remember. 
Gregory Theisen’s calming music welcomed people to the event. The 
dragonfly story was recited in French by The Dragonfly Project’s new 
board of directors’ secretary, Katie Schmalz. 

The event remembered those people who we had lost within the past 
year, or years past, through a slideshow, filled with words or sorrow 
and celebration. The Liedman’s shared their story about their daughter 
Michelle’s sudden death, their dragonfly moments, and the “Adopt-a-State” 
program which grew from their involvement with the project. Volunteers 
out of state, or even those in Minnesota, can look up the obituaries from 
a state outside Minnesota and send out packets to those families. 

A reflective moment arrived at the annual candle-lighting ceremony, 
where attendees are invited to remember their loved ones through 
sending out a symbol of hope through the candle’s light. To further the 
reflective experience, people shared their personal stories of dragonfly 
moments. These continue to surprise me: from the two dragonflies 
landing on each wedding chair to the rare sightings at the moment they 
are most needed. Dragonflies continue to be a symbol for hope.

I hope you all took that message of hope with you from the celebration, 
and will spread that hope to your friends and families. I enjoyed seeing 
familiar faces at the event, but missed those of you who weren’t able to 
attend. But I do want to extend a thank you to everyone, who was there 
or not, for making such a difference in the lives of others by supporting 
this project!

A Word From Anne Brooker, Founder

 Anne 
Marqu

ardt B
rooker

Cheryl Seefeldt, Board Chair
Culinary consultant

Valerie Marquardt, Vice Chair
Speech-language Pathologist,
Mercy Hospital, Sister Kenny Rehab Institute 

Peter Bonde, Treasurer
FLMI, Sr Application Engineer 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Marcia Kurtz, Board Member at Large
Quality Assurance @ Building Resources Corp
Nursing Home Volunteer - Weekly Healing Drum Circle

Katie Schmaltz, Board Member At Large
Student, U of M, Carlson School of Management

The Dragonfly Project
Board of Directors



�

Dragonfly Project Celebration9th Annual

Anne & her parents, Greg & Valerie
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Donor Spotlight:  Joyce Pauman

Share Your Story
Do you have a dragonfly story you would like to share?  Or tell us what 
receiving a packet meant to you. Your stories do make a difference in 
others’ lives! To share a story, contact us at dragonflyproject@yahoo.com
(Put “dragonfly story” as the subject line) or mail your story to 
The Dragonfly Project, P.O. Box 19264, Minneapolis, MN 55419.

My parents, Albin and Carol Walz, were a very happily married couple 

for nearly 30 years and had four daughters. My father owned his own gas 

station and my mother stayed home to raise their family, which provided 

for a wonderful childhood for my sisters and me. Both of my parents were 

diagnosed with cancer and succumbed to the illness—my father in 1986 and 

my mother in 2006.

I first became aware of The Dragonfly Project approximately five years ago 

when I received a Dragonfly card after the passing of my mother, Carol. As I 

read the card, I felt a sense of peace wash over me and I knew my sisters and I 

would be just fine, we still had each other. The message of the Dragonfly story 

was simple, yet so powerful and it resonated with me. I was so intrigued by the 

concept of the card and key chain that I immediately went to the website to 

find out all I could about the organization.

I was astounded when I read the concept for the organization came from a 

very bright young girl who was only eleven! I was so impressed by Anne and 

her passion for sharing her positive message with others who were grieving. 

Over the past five years, I have been supporting Anne’s mission by buying 

Dragonfly cards and sending them to family, friends, and colleagues who have 

lost loved ones. Everyone who has received a Dragonfly card from me has 

been so touched by both the beautiful message of hope and the key chain as 

a remembrance. I have learned over the years that it is the smallest of things a 

person does that can have the biggest impact on another.

A few years ago, I was able to add The Dragonfly Project to my employer’s 

list of charitable organizations, and by making regular payroll deductions, my 

employer matches a portion of my donations—a win-win situation for all. I 

feel The Dragonfly Project is the gift that keeps on giving; I have had several 

recipients tell me that they are buying and sending out Dragonfly cards to 

their friends and family now—it has come full circle. I usually order ten cards 

at a time so I have them available when the need arises.

Whenever I see a Dragonfly flying around, it actually puts a big smile on my 

face and provides a feeling of comfort and peace as it is a reminder of all my 

loved ones who have moved on.

Wishing Anne and The Dragonfly Project continued success!

Joyce Pauman
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Adopt-A-State (continued from page one)

The Dragonfly Project (TDP) is particularly grateful to Nativity Lutheran Church in St. Anthony Village, 
Minnesota for its role as a supporter and partner of our organization since its conception. Nativity Lutheran Church 
has been involved in our story since before this amazing project started.

Both the Bonde family and the Marquardt Brooker family were members of the Nativity congregation before the 
Bonde’s son, Hans, got cancer. Through their connection at Nativity, Valerie Marquardt offered to help with respite 
care for the Bondes. Six months after Hans died, the Bondes received the Dragonfly Story in a card from Valerie and 
her daughter Anne. Shortly after, Anne, at age eleven, founded The Dragonfly Project and started sending cards and 
the Dragonfly Story to others. It was these families’ connections to Nativity Lutheran Church that brought them 
together during a time of crisis and later led to young Anne’s desire to start The Dragonfly Project.

When The Dragonfly Project got started, Nativity provided extra support. In 2006 Nativity took on the TDP as a 
full mission partner. The church has donated money and provided in kind gifts. Each year TDP has received a grant 
from the church. The church also provides space for our celebrations, board meetings, and special meetings, such 
as preparing the newsletter for mailing and packet-making events. In addition Nativity provides time to tell the 
congregation about our mission once a year. A number of the individual members and groups from the church have 
been involved in packet making and mailing the newsletter.

The Dragonfly Project extends a big thank you to Nativity Lutheran 
Church for their partnership in bringing hope to those who are 
grieiving.

Nativity Luthearn Church is an ELCA congregation 
3312 Silver Lake Rd, St.Athony, MN 55418

www.nativitychurch.org

A Mission Partnership: Nativity Lutheran Church

We know you understand what that feeling of loss is and 
how it feels to receive that card and key ring at such a 
dark time of our lives. That’s what compelled us to want 
to help out and why we volunteered. I remember that 
day after our Michelle passed away and we got that small 
card with such a big message that someone out there 
noticed our loss and cared enough to reach out to us.

We love the experience of volunteering and would 
welcome anybody that would be interested. Please 
consider becoming part of Adopt-a-State as a volunteer. 

To volunteer for 
Adopt-a-State contact 
us at adoptastate@
dragonflyproject.org.

Since the day I opened that card, there hasn’t been a day 
go by without me seeing a 
dragonfly. On days when 
I’m especially down, at the 
moment I need one most, 
there will be one…looking 
right at me through a 
window, my windshield, or 
right there beside me.

When my children are playing outside and I wish I 
could tell my mom about whatever they are doing, there 
will be one, hovering above them, and I know that she 
already knows. When we moved all her clothes, there 
was a dragonfly pin on a jacket, which made sure to 
reveal itself to us. When the frost set in and I dreaded 
not seeing any more till spring I looked to the sky and 
right there in the clouds was the most perfect looking 
dragonfly. Every time I see a dragonfly I feel a sense of 
unexplainable peace that I am so thankful for. 

I can’t say thank you enough to the dragonfly project 
and what it has done for me, for my family, and for so 
many others. 

Stan & Lynn Liedmann
Adopt-a-State 
Coordinators

Amy Hennen (continued from page one)
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The Dragonfly Project (TDP) is grateful for your donations. 
Currently, TDP has two online options for donating: GiveMN website and Paypal. 

To make a donation using a credit card on our GiveMN website:
1. Go to http://givemn.razoo.com/story/The-Dragonfly-Project.
2. Follow the directions on the website.
3. If you are giving a donation for packets (cards and key chains), check Add a Designation and enter    
  “for packets” or “for [x] packets” as a note in the Designation box that pops up. 
  (x is the number of packets you want)

To make a donation using your PayPal account:
1. Go to your PayPal account.
2. Click on the tab Send Money.
3. Enter treasurer@dragonflyproject.org as the email address. 
4. Follow the PayPal instructions to complete.
5. If you are giving a donation for packets (cards and key chains), there will be an opportunity for you to
  send an email to treasurer@dragonflyproject.org. Use that opportunity to mention that the payment is   
  for a packet order.

Want to Donate Online?  Here’s How...

Changes?
Have you moved or do you no longer want to receive the Dragonfly Buzzette? Please 
send these changes to Marcia Kurtz:

mrkurtz45@gmail.com (put “address changes” as the subject) or 
Marcia Kurtz,46 North 16th Avenue, Hopkins, MN55343

Want to bring The Dragonfly Project to Your Group? Here’s How...
To Get a Speaker:
If you would a like a representative from The Dragonfly 
Project to come and speak to your group or at your event 
please send an email to speaker@dragonflyproject.org.

We suggest a donation to The Dragonfly Project for each 
speaker. Please contact us for more information.

       

Making key chains...

To Have a Volunteer Packet Assembly Event:
If you would like to have your group volunteer for 
The Dragonfly Project as a service project, please contact 
Julie Bonde, at julieb@dragonflyproject.org. 

Our representatives work with groups of all sizes and 
ages to assemble key chains and stuff envelopes. You 
organize the group and we will bring supplies to work 
with you. 

This activity is appropriate for ages 7 to 100. Children 
ages 12 and under need chaperones. The ideal group size 
is 10-20 people but we can work with as few as 5 and as 
many as 40. A minimum of one hour of time is needed.
Tables are necessary for workspace.

Please Note: Speakers and Volunteer Packet Assembly 
Events are currently only available to people living in 
the Twin Cities Metro Area.
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In Memory of Howie
 Given by Julie Chattopadhyay
In Memory of George & Margaret Huebner
 Given by J M (Joanie) Huebner
In Memory of Jeanette
 Given by Melissa Erickson
In Memory of Brett Johnson
 Given by Carmen Vandeport-Johnson
In Memory of Dale Juenemann
 Given by Patrick Juenemann
In Memory of KaitLynn
 Given by Marlys Bishman
In Memory of Lindsey & Jennie Kinneberg
 Given by Bonnie Carlson-Green
In Memory of Tom & Katie Klein
 Given by Pat Clear
In Memory of Bonnie Kroll
 Given by Mark & Nicole Maves
In Memory of Charolet Lamson
 Given by Sue Kovarik
In Memory of Ben T Lenzen Jr.
 Given by Ben Lenzen
In Memory of Wade Lilley
 Given by Paula Lewis
In Memory of Wesley Loutsch
 Given by Valerie Loutsch
In Memory of Karen Marohl
 Given by Dennis Orth
In Memory of Wally Marquardt
 Given by Marcy Marquardt
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, Greg Brooker & Anne
In Memory of Zachary Scott Matschiner
 Given by Kathy Matschiner
In Memory of Rite McCullough
 Given by Bernice McCullough
In Memory of Eugenia Moen
 Given by Greg Moen
In Memory of Mom and Dad
 Given by Denise Duren
In Memory of Sallie J. Myers
 Given by Mark Myers
In Memory of the life of Jacob Blair Nelson
 Given by Kay Cafferty
In Memory of Kathy Ostrowski
 Given by Vicki Fell
In Memory of Michael Avery Pettis
 Given by Sandra Pettis
In Memory of Wilbert R. Pipkorn
 Given by Marcy Marquardt
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, Greg Brooker & Anne
In Memory of Steven D. Platte
 Given by Janet Platte
In Memory of Jake Rebecek
 Given by Sandi Rebecek

In Memory of Robert Reitsema
 Given by Ethel Reitsema
In Memory of Amanda and Claire Rohlman
 Given by Alissa Cronauer
In Memory of Alex A. Schlief
 Given by Judith Schlief
In Memory of Rachel Schmidtbauer
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, Greg Brooker & Anne
In Memory of Lila, Dan, and Rob Schneider
 Given by M. J. Schneider
In Memory of Dane Smith
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Howard & Dolly Theis
 Given by Milly Theis
In Memory of Donald Travers
 Given by Christine and Doug Lodmill
In Memory of Wally
 Given by Anna Ebertz
In Memory of Alexander Robert Willgress
 Given by Christine Willgress
In Memory of John Willman
 Given by Betty Tucker

 

MEMORIALS: 

September 2010 - February 2011
In Memory of Jenna Agule
 Given by Kristin LaConte
In Memory of Diane Anderson
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Angie Bader
 Given by Beth Cegler
In Memory of Alex Baer
 Given by Trudi Baer
In Memory of Birdie
 Given by Julie Chattopadhyay
In Memory of Hans Peter Bonde
 Given by Charlotte Bonde
 Given by Pete and Julie Bonde
 Given by Dwight & Christ Dyrud
In Memory of Elizabeth “Beth” Borowska
 Given by Lisa Grant
In Memory of Julie Bruggeman
 Given by Joan Marie Ortmann
In Memory of Peggy Olson and Lauri Centa
 Given by Sara Vukich
In Memory of Tara Christensen
 Given by Diane Christensen
In Memory of Jeffrey Scott Colberson
 Given by Carmen Vandeport-Johnson
In Memory of My Dad
 Given by Brenda Stelow
In Memory of Cory Daniels
 Given by Robin Holland
In Memory of Aurora Faith DeVries
 Given by Bonnie Carlson-Green
In Memory of Rita B. Durkin
 Given by Mary Fitzgerald
In Memory of Leonard J. Fossom
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Michelle Franta
 Given by Stan & Lynn Liedman
In Memory of My Daughter, Grace
 Given by Darolyn Clark
In Memory of Sheila Happe
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, Greg Brooker & Anne
In Memory of Jesse Heller
 Given by Dawn Heller
In Memory of Emma Hennen
 Given by Amy Hennen
In Memory of Monica Hill
 Given by Elizabeth Hill
In Memory of Peter R. Hillesheim
 Given by P. J. Heidelberg
In Memory of Greg Hillman
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Regina Honerman
 Given by Margo Deming

HONORARIUMS:
September 2010

- February 2011

In Honor of Selby Kunas Brooker
 Given by Charlotte Brooker
In Honor of Renee Lamson
 Given by Sue Kovarik
In Honor of Kaleigh
 Given by Judy and Richard Olsen

IN KIND DONATIONS:
September 2010 

- February 2011

Nativity Lutheran Church
 www.nativitychurch.org
Thrivent Financial
	www.thriventfinancial.com
The Print Shop
 www.minnesotaprintshop.com
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In 2000, when I was 10 years old, our friends’ 11-year-old son, Hans Bonde, died of a brain tumor. Shortly thereafter, I decided to send the family 
a story about dragonflies and their significance in the cycle of life and death. The story, written by Walter Dudley Cavert, ended with the comfort-
ing message:  “The fact that we cannot see our loved ones or communicate with them after the transformation, which we call death, is no proof 
that they cease to exist.”

This small gesture so moved the grieving family that, in 2002 at age 11, I decided to create my own nonprofit corporation that would reach out to 
people who were grieving. I decided to send people who had lost a loved one a condolence card, a copy of the dragonfly story and a dragonfly 
key chain.  I incorporated the organization and named it “The Dragonfly Project.”

Anne Marquardt Brooker
Founder

Each year, thousands of dragonfly packets are sent throughout the United States and other countries to individuals who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. Each dragonfly packet,  which containins a condolence card, the dragonfly story and a dragonfly key chain, costs $4.00 to make and 
send.  The Dragonfly Project is operated by volunteers and a board of directors.  Donations are welcome.  

To make a tax deductible donation to The Dragonfly Project or to request a dragonfly packet be sent to you or someone you know, visit our 
website at www.dragonflyproject.org.  The Dragonfly Project is a registered 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit.  Your donations are tax deductible. You can 
mail us your tax deductible donation or your request by downloading the forms on our website. Donations can be made “in honor of” or “in memory 
of” a loved one. Check with your employer to see if they will match your donation. 

For further information about The Dragonfly Project’s current projects, upcoming events, or ways you can get involved, please visit our website 
at  www.dragonflyproject.org.

What is The Dragonfly Project?
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