
The Dragonfly Buzzette

Newsletter for The Dragonfly Project

Hi, my name is Katie. I am a freshman at the University of Minnesota in the Carlson School 
of Management. I am currently planning to major in Marketing and International Business or 
Nonprofit Management. I am also in the University Honors Program. At the U, I am an active 
member of the Net Impact and STLF (Students Today 
Leader Forever) clubs. I am currently the Logistics 
Coordinator for Net Impact’s annual Carlson Goes to 
Work event. 

In my spare time I love to volunteer. I have actively 
volunteered at the Bakken Museum in South 
Minneapolis and have done numerous community 
service projects through my involvement in my high 
school’s National Honor Society and Leo’s Club. The 
past few summers I have also been involved in organizing 
and leading language and culture day camps for children 
ages 9–11 through the Minneapolis Park Board. At the 
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We lost our beautiful daughter, Michelle, on March 
10, 2004. She died suddenly at the age of 26 from 
a ruptured aortic aneurysm. We miss her so much 
with broken and aching hearts. She was an amazing 
person—so smart, kind, talented, artistic, funny and 
sweet. She would not have wanted to die—she was 
ready to take on the world! She had a great job as the 
editor of a magazine in Minneapolis. She was happily 
engaged and planning her October wedding. We were 
all so excited and looking forward to that big day but 
it was not to be.

We received a dragonfly packet shortly after Michelle 
died. The words of the dragonfly story brought us 
comfort and we had soon told our family and friends 
the story. We couldn’t believe that someone we didn’t 
even know had taken notice of what happened to 
us and reached out to us. We attended the annual 
Dragonfly Project Celebration the year after Michelle 
left us and were deeply touched by those we met. As 
the years passed, we became more acquainted and felt 
a need to become more involved with The Dragonfly 

Adopt-a-State Program Takes Off

A word from our founder pg 2
My Dragonfly Story
 Marcia Kurtz  pg 3
 Reggie Kirchoff pg 6
Recipient Letters   pg 5
Memorials   pg 7
2011 Celebration Date pg 3

What’s Inside?

Adopt-a-Sate continues on page 4

Katie Schmaltz continues on page 4 

Stan & Lynn Liedmann, Adopt-a-State Coordinators

Katie Schmaltz



�

2010 Board Membership Changes

The Dragonfly Buzzette is the official newsletter of The Dragonfly 
Project and is published twice a year.  The next issue will be 
published in Spring 2010. The Dragonfly Buzzette committee 
consists of Julie Bonde, Peter Bonde, Anne Marquardt Brooker, 
Sharon Foss, Patsy Kahmann, Valerie Marquardt, Cheryl Seefeldt, 
Jan Stanton and Sara Weingartner. 

Fall 2010

Eight years ago, when The Dragonfly Project was a 
three-person operation, working out of my kitchen, I 
had no idea that as I began my second year of college, 
that it would still be working to send a message of 
hope to those who are grieving. The Dragonfly Project’s 
continued outreach is only possible because of the 
generosity of our volunteers, donors, and supporters. I 
am so thankful to each one of you for the commitment 
you have shown such a small, yet important, 
organization.
 
In our first year, sending out 200 packets seemed like 
quite an accomplishment. Now, we have an active 
board of directors, a solid volunteer base, and nation-
wide support. From that initial card to Fall 2010, The 
Dragonfly Project has sent 29,500 packets to grieving 
people, offering them the hopeful message that they will 
see their loved ones again.

The Dragonfly Project is extremely grateful for 
your generosity because it allows us to grow as an 
organization and reach out to more people. I urge you 
to continue sharing the dragonfly story with others. 
You never know whose life you can touch with a simple 
card.

A Word From Anne Brooker, Founder

 Anne 
Marqu

ardt B
rooker

Recently two of our wonderful board members have 
resigned. We are grateful to both Karen Kendall and 
Nicole Maves for their leadership and service. Both will 
continue to be dedicated volunteers in other capacities for 
The Dragonfly Project. Thank you Karen & Nicole!

This fall we welcomed Katie Schmaltz, an enthusiastic 
college student, to the board. You can read more about 
her on page 1.

Cheryl Seefeldt, Board Chair
Culinary consultant

Nicole Maves, Vice Chair
Full-time Mom to Sam and Morgan

Karen Kendall, Secretary
Program Associate, Volunteer Services
Minnesota Historical Society

Peter Bonde, Treasurer
FLMI, Sr Application Engineer 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Joseph Hui, Board Member at Large
Certified Data Processor
Semi-retired Software Application Consultant

Valerie Marquardt, Board Member at Large
Speech-language Pathologist,
Mercy Hospital, Sister Kenny Rehab Institute

Marcia Kurtz, Board Member at Large
Quality Assurance @ Building Resources Corp
Nursing Home Volunteer - Weekly Healing Drum Circle

Katie Schmaltz, Board Member At Large
Student, U of M, Carlson School of Management

The Dragonfly Project
Board of Directors
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My Dragonfly Story:  Marcia Kurtz
In our growing up years our neighbor Mary was our 
Mom’s best friend. She was always there for Mom, no 
matter what. They spent a lot of time together—taking 
ballet and skating lessons, talking, laying in the sun, and 
just plain being the best of friends. They were together 
during the weekdays. Many weekend nights there would 
be a dance in one of the neighborhood basements where 
all the women would dress in their finery. They’d dance 
the night away most times to records but sometimes to 
actual musicians someone had found to play for their 
party.  

Mary was, I always thought, the strong one. She was 
there for Mom—no matter what. As the years passed we 
all moved away but Mom and Mary remained ever close. 
Even through Mom’s Alzheimer disease, Mary always 
remained the best friend a person could have. They had 
their ups and downs over the years but they both always 
knew they had one another. After Mom passed, Mary 
remained a dear friend to my sisters and I. We even 
formed our own little Ya Ya Group and met on a regular 
basis. Others would join and then leave after a bit but 
we four remained together.  

A couple of years ago Mary’s cancer returned. On July 
10, 2010, we put Mary to rest with a beautiful memorial 
service at her family church. Later in the afternoon I 
was in my yard just watching my husband take care 
of his dahlia garden when a very large black winged 
dragonfly appeared. Mom had very dark brown hair. 
This dragonfly would sit on the tip of a hosta flower for 
a time, then fly around for a minute almost like looking 
for something and return to another flower but always 
staying right in this spot. I soon noticed a very small 
dragonfly with almost clear wings and a reddish body 
flitting around like crazy. It would soar away, come back, 
land for a second, soar away, come back almost like it 
just couldn’t figure out what, for sure, it was supposed 
to be doing.  This went on for quite some time during 

which I was standing no more than two feet from the 
large dragonfly. This is significant because there were also 
many bees flitting around during this entire time and I 
am very afraid of them so normally wouldn’t just stand 
there. Something pulled me to remain where I was. 
Finally, after much ado, the smaller reddish dragonfly lit 
on the tip of one of the hostas quite close to the larger 
dragonfly and began feeding or pollinating. They both 
stayed there, with me watching, until the rain began and 
we had to go in.

Shortly before Mary passed, I was given the opportunity 
to sit with her several evenings. On my last visit I said 
my goodbyes to her, gave her my love and asked her to 
say “Hi and I love you” to Mom, Dad, and everyone 
else when she got there.  I believe that this was Mom’s 
opportunity to be the strong one. She showed Mary the 
ropes of the afterlife and the way dragonflies can and do 
let loved ones know things are okay. Yesterday the older 
dragonfly, Mom, and the youngster, Mary, were letting 
me know that they’ve reunited and all is well.

~Marcia Kurtz

MARCH 26, 2011

9TH ANNUAL
THE DRAGONFLY PROJECT CELEBRATION

If you are interested in volunteering on one of the committees or on the day of the celebration, please
contact Marcia Kurtz at marciak@dragonflyproject.org. (put “celebration” in the subject line)

Celebrate

Hear more 

dragonfly stories

Remember

Great Music
ReceptionWe look forwardto seeingyou

If you would like a photo of your loved one in the memorial photo montage, please send a digital file via email to Julie Bonde at 
julieb@dragonflyproject.org or mail photo to Julie Bonde, 2632 Brighton Ave. N.E., Minneapolis, MN 55418 (photos due on 3/1/2011)
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Changes?
Have you moved or do you no longer want to receive the Dragonfly Buzzette? 
Please send these changes to Marcia Kurtz:

mrkurtz45@gmail.com (put “address changes” as the subject) or 
Marcia Kurtz,46 North 16th Avenue, Hopkins, MN55343

Adopt-a-State Program Takes Off (continued from page one)

Project. The Dragonfly Project 
Volunteer Coordinator asked if we 
could assist with the Non-Metro 
and with the new Adopt-a-State 
program. This is something we felt 
we could do.  

We are now the Non-Metro-
Coordinators and distribute 
materials to the volunteers in the 
Non-Metro and Adopt-a-State 
programs. It is a rewarding feeling 
knowing that others are receiving 
the same love and support from The 
Dragonfly Project that we did. 

One of our Adopt-a-State 
volunteers, Jeanne Bartlett, stated 
why she offered to volunteer for The 
Dragonfly Project:

“I have been volunteering for The 
Dragonfly Project since 2004 when 
the company I was working for 
at the time, Alpine Capital, LLC, 
adopted The Dragonfly Project as 

one of its volunteer initiatives. Since 
that time I have put together packets 
from time to time. I was intrigued 
by the Adopt-a-State project when 
I heard about it at The Dragonfly 
Project Annual Celebration in the 
Spring of 2010. I adopted Montana 
because I was born and raised in 
Great Falls, MT. In addition to 
Great Falls, I have lived in Butte, 
Bozeman, and Billings. I feel the 
message sent to grieving families is 
one that puts an uplifting twist on 
an otherwise difficult time. I send 
about 30 Dragonfly packets each 
month and am always amazed that 
there are so many young lives lost in 
Montana.”

Perhaps you would like to volunteer 
for The Dragonfly Project but do 
not live in its home base area of 
Minneapolis. If so, you can participate 
by volunteering for Adopt-a-State! 
Most volunteers focus on just one 
city within their adopted state. As 

a volunteer you would find death 
notices or obituaries of persons 
who have died, find addresses of 
the families of the deceased, address 
envelopes to the families and sign 
the dragonfly condolence cards. 
You would return your materials 
to The Dragonfly Project office for 
mailing. You would be supplied with 
all materials and could do the work 
from your own home. If you would 
like to volunteer for Adopt-a-State, 
please send an e-mail to Valerie 
Marquardt at dragonflyproject@
yahoo.com and put “Adopt-a-State” 
in the subject line.  We will send you 
more information so you can decide 
if you would like to participate. We 
request that volunteers make a one 
year commitment to Adopt-a-State.

We look forward to seeing The 
Dragonfly Project grow and continuing 
their wonderful outreach in the future.  

 ~Stan & Lynn Liedmann

College Student Joins Board (continued from page one)

camps, I led cultural and language learning activities 
such as dances, games, song, arts and crafts, stories, and 
more in large and small group settings.  

I first learned about The Dragonfly Project when I 
was discussing my interest in non-profits with Julie 
Bonde. Julie and Pete are the parents of my high school 
friend Luke Bonde. I was moved by the mission of The 
Dragonfly Project and wanted to help the organization 
grow. I also felt that this would be a great opportunity for 
me to learn what it is like to run a non-profit and see if 
I would be interested in such a career path. The Bondes’ 
suggested that I apply to be on the Board of Directors. 

I believe that as a student at the Carlson School of 
Management, I will be a valuable resource to The 
Dragonfly Project. I can apply what I am learning in 
class to the various situations that this organization faces. 
I also believe that I can use my experience working with 
different nonprofits to the organization’s advantage. 
I believe that my experience, skills, perspective, and 
passion for community service will be a valuable asset to 
the board and help The Dragonfly Project grow.

~Katie Schmaltz
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Passing it On

I first became aware of the Dragonfly Project when I received a card 

from some friends when my mother passed away almost three years 

ago. I have sent out several cards during the past few years and the 

recipients always comment on what a message of hope and comfort 

it has provided to them.  Recently I received an email from some dear 

friends of mine who had lost a son. I was very touched by their story 

as I was the person who had given the family the dragonfly card. [See 

letter below]

Through the years, I have learned that it is often the smallest of things 

a person does that can have the biggest impact on another.

Thank you,

  

~Joyce C. Paumen

 A Surprise Visitor!

Dear friends,After our son Adam passed away, we received a card about dragonflies from a 

close friend [See letter above]. It touched us deeply and then this happened.

Sunday while I was getting ready for church, I was in the downstairs bathroom 

brushing my teeth & I heard a noise, a soft fluttering. I looked toward the window 

and saw the largest dragonfly I have ever seen—a 5 to 6 inch body size. Dylan 

gently caught it and freed it outside. How a huge dragonfly got into our house is a 

mystery and Dylan had just been in there and didn’t see it. We both felt Adam had 

just checked up on us. This was comforting but made us miss him all the more. 

When we shared the story with my husband, Dave, he also thought of Adam.

We appreciate all the love and support you have given and continue to give. We 

are so blessed to have a family and friends such as you.

God bless you all!                               ~Sandy, Dave, Dylan, Boomer & Sammy

A Shared Fascination with Dragonflies

On December 12, 2008, my son Jake took his own life at age 21. 
Words cannot describe living without him. When I received the packet 
from your project, it brought great comfort. (Actually it was not sent 
directly to me but to [a family member] who then gave it to me because 
he thought I would really like it.) The point is that somehow it found a 
way to get to me. I feel my son had something to do with it because 
he knows I have always been fascinated by dragonflies and what they 
represent. Here is a picture of my son at age six. In his hand he is 
holding a dragonfly! I remember the moment clearly, even though he 
was only six years old. The dragonfly was flying around him and he 
put out his hand and it landed on It! This picture is very special and 
has always intrigued me, it is my favorite of him. He was a beautiful, 
kindhearted soul.

Thank you for all you do,
  ~Kathryn (Kay) Nelson

LettersFromRecipients

Ja
ke

 N
el

so
n

, a
g

e 
6



�

Dear Anne,

Until I read your story in the Lutheran magazine, I thought the 

dragonfly story was unique to me. When my darling husband died 

suddenly in July of 2003, it was a terrible shock. He was never sick 

and didn’t take any medications. Friends were also loving and caring 

during the funeral and afterwards. 

I sat on the porch every day writing thank you notes to all. Then 

I wondered how I would tell out-of-town friends. I thought of a 

general letter that could be copied. As I sat out in my swing on the 

porch and overlooked the pond, I thought of Cavert’s story about 

the transformation of the dragonfly. I chose my words carefully 

and included the story in my letter to show my friends that my 

sweet man was still with me and watching over me. I also tacked 

the letter on the church bulletin board to all the people who had 

responded in kind. 

Two weeks after my husband died was his birthday and I wanted to put 

flowers on his grave. We stopped at my house to have lunch before we left for 

the cemetery. When I came back out to the car there was the most beautiful 

iridescent green dragonfly on the tire of the rear wheel where I couldn’t miss 

it. I almost collapsed and started crying. My son couldn’t imagine what had 

happened. When I motioned to him about the dragonfly, he gently picked 

it up and put it on the flowers in the car. We then drove the 46-mile trip to 

the National Cemetery at Camp Nelson and put the flowers on the grave. 

The dragonfly stayed on the flowers the whole time. I was so full of tears and 

elation at the same time that my heart was bursting. 

Two months later I went back to the cemetery to see if the tombstone had 

been set in place. I went with two friends who were equally devastated by my 

husband’s death. While we were there a dragonfly lighted on the tombstone. 

You can imagine how I felt. My friends were equally shocked. 

Since that time, my friends and family buy anything with a dragonfly on it to 

send to me. I have several pins and when I wore one to a Sunday School class, 

the minister asked me to tell the story. There was not a dry eye to be had, 

including mine, and it made me feel more than ever that my husband was in a 

better place. 

Now I no longer fear death but am anxious to join my husband. However, 

I realize that God only will choose the time and place. Meanwhile, the 

dragonfly story has kept me going. ~Regina (Reggie) Kirchoff

My Dragonfly Story:  Reggie Kirchoff

Share Your Story
Do you have a dragonfly story you would like to share?  Or tell us what 

receiving a packet meant to you. Your stories do make a difference in 
others lives! To share a story, contact us at dragonflyproject@yahoo.com

(Put “dragonfly story” as the subject line) or mail your story to 
The Dragonfly Project, P.O. Box 19264, Minneapolis, MN 55419.
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In Memory of Hank Lienau
 Given by Karen & Vince Noggle
In Memory of Michelle Lureen’s Father
 Given by Lois Shimon
In Memory of Wayne Marcus
 Given by Terri Marcus
In Memory of Zachary Scott Matschiner
 Given by Kathy Matschiner
In Memory of My Mom
 Given by Julie Moll
In Memory of Julene Nardini
 Given by Sherilyn Goldammer
In Memory of Bob Nesbit
 Given by Dennis Orth
In Memory of Larry Olson
 Given by Margaret Whalin
In Memory of Coralea Pearson
 Given by Valerie Marquardt & 
 Greg Brooker, Anne Brooker
In Memory of Marcile Peterson
 Given by Delphine Arme
In Memory of Officer Joey Plant
 Given by Vicki Plant
In Memory of Richard Projda
 Given by Jo Zimny
In Memory of Robin Quint
 Given by Martha Diane Baker, DDS, PA
In Memory of Nicole Ramsden
 Given by Kelly Segnello
In Memory of Jake Rebecek
 Given by Sandi Rebecek
In Memory of Mary Ellen Reinhart
 Given by Marcia Kurtz
In Memory of Jason Rynes
 Given by Lesli Rynes
In Memory of Casey Schluessler
 Given by Barbara and Randy Schluessler
In Memory of Casey Schluessler
 Given by Marcia Willett
In Memory of Jerry Schultz
 Given by Peggy Taylor
In Memory of Donna Shaw
 Given by Daniel W Shaw
In Memory of Daniel Sowada
 Given by Lavon Sowada
In Memory of George Strayer
 Given by Vickie Broussard
In Memory of Sarah Tilman
 Given by Catherine Tilman
In Memory of Bill Tombarge
 Given by P.J. Tombarge
In Memory of Jeff Vetter’s Dad
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Al Voce
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Albin & Carol Walz

 Given by Joyce Pauman
In Memory of Joe Whelan
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Alberta Whitaker
 Given by Amy Hennen
In Memory of Nick Wiemann
 Given by Donna Wiemann
In Memory of David Wyler
 Given by Karen Kuwik

 

HONORARIUMS:  
March 2010—August 2010

In Honor of Alexander - Happy 2nd Birthday!
 Given by Christine Willgress
In Honor of Nicole Maves
 Given by Melissa Musliner

IN KIND DONATIONS:  

March 2010—August 2010
Nativity Lutheran Church 
 www.nativitychurch.org

Thrivent Financial 
 www.thriventfinancial.com

Allina Health System
 www.allina.com

MEMORIALS: 

March 2010—August 2010

In Memory of A Beloved Mother
 Given by Pinewood Elementary School Social Fund
In Memory of Hans P Bonde
 Given by Earl & Charlotte Bonde
 Given by Pete & Julie Bonde
In Memory of Mark Boro
 Given by Maureen and Dennis Boro
In Memory of Brianna
 Given by Mary Jane Ingvall
In Memory of Doug Brown & Doug Brown Jr
 Given by Diane Johnston
In Memory of Kevin James Buchman
 Given by Sandra Buchman
In Memory of Joseph Craig Bundy
 Given by Cathy Peters
In Memory of Tara Christensen
 Given by Diane Christensen
In Memory of Zelie Cordeiro’s Mother
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Allison Dahm
 Given by Gail Opdahl
In Memory of Pat Dill’s Dad
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Charles & Ruth Fillmore
 Given by Becky Fillmore & James Gagnon
In Memory of Baby Gabriel
 Given by Steve Koziol
In Memory of Ken Gruhlke
 Given by Ann Rudolph
In Memory of Keith Hardeman
 Given by Lea Knutson Rangaard
In Memory of Angie Hegele
 Given by Heidi Haataja
In Memory of Adeline Henke
 Given by Marcy Marquardt
In Memory of Suzanne Rowland Hirsch
 Given by Judith Gozola
In Memory of Hattie and Henry Kemp
 Given by Erika Mozangue
In Memory of Rosalie R. Konopinski
 Given by Rosalie Konopinski
In Memory of Raymond Krier
 Given by Raymond Krier Memorial
In Memory of Bobby Krig, Husband
 Given by Barbara Krig
In Memory of Jerome Lasley
 Given by Amy Lasley
In Memory of Jerry Lasley
 Given by Elizabeth Lasley
In Memory of Jerry Lasley and Sylvia Marcus
 Given by Duncan Lasley
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In 2000, when I was 10 years old, our friends’ 11-year-old son, Hans Bonde, died of a brain tumor. Shortly thereafter, I decided to send the family 
a story about dragonflies and their significance in the cycle of life and death. The story, written by Walter Dudley Cavert, ended with the comfort-
ing message:  “The fact that we cannot see our loved ones or communicate with them after the transformation, which we call death, is no proof 
that they cease to exist.”

This small gesture so moved the grieving family that, in 2002 at age 11, I decided to create my own nonprofit corporation that would reach out to 
people who were grieving. I decided to send people who had lost a loved one a condolence card, a copy of the dragonfly story and a dragonfly 
key chain.  I incorporated the organization and named it “The Dragonfly Project.”

Anne Marquardt Brooker
Founder

Each year, thousands of dragonfly packets are sent throughout the United States and other countries to individuals who are grieving the loss of a 
loved one. Each dragonfly packet,  which containins a condolence card, the dragonfly story and a dragonfly key chain, costs $4.00 to make and 
send.  The Dragonfly Project is operated by volunteers and a board of directors.  Donations are welcome.  

To make a tax deductible donation to The Dragonfly Project or to request a dragonfly packet be sent to you or someone you know, visit our 
website at www.dragonflyproject.org.  The Dragonfly Project is a registered 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit.  Your donations are tax deductible. You can 
mail us your tax deductible donation or your request by downloading the forms on our website. Donations can be made “in honor of” or “in memory 
of” a loved one. Check with your employer to see if they will match your donation. 

For further information about The Dragonfly Project’s current projects, upcoming events, or ways you can get involved, please visit our website 
at  www.dragonflyproject.org.

What is The Dragonfly Project?
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