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My daughter’s wedding was being 
held in our backyard nearly three 
years ago.  My job was to set up 
the chairs on the lawn.  Being 
the meticulous person that I am, 
I had my yardstick out and was 
measuring each chair so they were 
uniformly placed in rows for the 
guests.  My Dad had passed away 
from cancer two years prior but he 
was there with me in the form of a 
beautiful, big, blue dragonfly.  As 
I positioned each chair, “my Dad” 
landed on each one as if to give his 
approval for my work.

The groom’s father had died from 
cancer the year before the wedding 

and he, also, was present at the 
wedding in the form of a large black 
dragonfly with black and white 
striped wings.  He and my dad 
supervised the entire event and were 
there present with all of us.  Sandor, 
my son-in-law, is Hungarian.  His 
mother had come from Hungary for 
the wedding.  Magdi and I weren’t 
able to communicate with words 
but she understood the significance 
of the dragonflies and it gave her so 
much joy and comfort as she was 
still observing her year of mourning 
the death of her husband.

~Jeanne Bartlett
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What’s Inside?

My Dragonfly Story: Jeanne Bartlett

Joseph Hui
Joseph, a Certified Data Processor 
(CDP), is a semi-retired software 
application consultant. He 
was introduced to serve on the 
Dragonfly Project board by Anna 
Bablitch’s mom Joann. Exercising 
one of his mottos in life which is 
“make me a blessing to someone 
each day,” Joseph has served the 
community in different capacities 
for over twenty years. 

His community involvements are many, such as using his 
Chinese language and computer skill in serving the needy 
in the Asian community, serving international students 
at Normandale College through International Friends, 

Nicole Maves
I have been involved with The 
Dragonfly Project(TDP) for 5 
½ years. I came across an article 
about the project in a magazine 
and was very moved by what 
the project does for complete 
strangers. I contacted them to 
see if they needed any volunteer 
help. I started off small by 
helping to create some forms 
that they needed.

I am coming up on my one-year anniversary of being on 
the board in June. I process our email requests, which I 
always find fascinating at how far away our message of 
hope travels. I have mailed packets to almost every state 

New Board Members Bring New Enthusiasm
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Ken Gruhlke, Nativity Lutheran Church 
building engineer, was a volunteer for 
TDP for the past 3-4 years. He set up 
and took down tables and chairs for our 
events. He was very dependable and 
easy to work with. He died suddenly on 
February 14, 2010. 

We received your beautifully colored 
Dragonfly Sympathy Card, the 
dragonfly story, and dragonfly key 
chain in memory of Ken Gruhlk. Thank 
you very much for thinking of me as a 
fellow worker, staff person at Nativity 
Lutheran.

We all miss Ken very much and are so 
blessed to have been able to know him 
and to work with him!  He left a big 
hole here as the unofficial “Pastor of 
Hospitality.”  I always enjoyed his sense 

of humor and how he was able to greet 
everyone (all ages: from the NCFC 
children and staff to the senior groups 
like “The Gathering” and everyone in 
between) who came into the building 
of Nativity Lutheran during the hours 
he was here, from very early morning to 
late afternoon.  Ken made it fun just to 
walk in the door. 
  
I have helped assemble the dragonfly 
key chains and stuff the envelopes 
several times with the Nativity Women 
in Action (Monday evening women’s 
group) in the past and never dreamed 
I would receive one myself. It’s a 
wonderful ministry!  

  
~Sharon Damsgard 

Remembering Volunteer Ken Gruhlke

assisting Shamineau International in establishing a youth 
English camp in Inner Mongolia, and serving on the 
board at OCA and Crosspoint Church. Furthermore, he 
is also a founding board member of a few organizations: 
the Cantonese Cultural Center, the Diversity Endowment 
Fund and the Asian Pacific Endowment of The Saint Paul 
Foundation

He was recognized with the following:
           
1994–State of Minnesota Community Service Award  
   from Governor Arne Carlson
1999–Donor of the Year and Services Awarded by Asian 
   Pacific Endowment of  The Saint Paul Foundation
2000–Good Neighbors Award from WCCO Radio
2002–Minnesota Asian Leadership Award from the 
   State of Minnesota, Asian-Pacific Council
2002–Commendation in Community Leadership, US 
   Congressional Record by Senator Mark Dayton

~Joseph Hui

and also to many countries near and far.

This past March I helped to co-chair our annual 
celebration. The first celebration that I attended was a 
small intimate gathering that was held at the founder’s 
home. It amazes me at how much that has grown, as well. 
At this year’s celebration we had over 100 people come to 
the event.

What has drawn me to the project is the simple message 
of hope that was sent so many years ago by Anne. She is 
an amazing young lady and is such a light in this world. 
I am so honored to be a part of this organization. After 
being on the board now I see that her kind spirit and 
determination to reach out to those who are grieving is 
a contagious attitude and is shared by all of my fellow 
board members. I am so proud to be a small part of all 
of this and work with such a wonderful team of people. 
What really hits home for me is when we hear recipient 
responses at how the kindness of strangers reaching out to 
them during some of the hardest times in their lives. The 
impact of such a small act is amazing.

In my Iife outside of TDP I live with my husband Mark, 
son Sam who is 7 and my daughter Morgan who is 2. I 
am a stay-at-home Mom and love to volunteer at my son’s 
school when they need the help. I also started working 
outside of the home again last fall so I could get out of the 
house a couple of nights a week.

~Nicole Maves

The Dragonfly Buzzette is the official newsletter of The Dragonfly 
Project and is published twice a year.  The next issue will be 
published in Fall 2010. The Dragonfly Buzzette committee consists 
of Julie Bonde, Peter Bonde, Anne Marquardt Brooker, 
Sharon Foss, Patsy Kahmann, Valerie Marquardt, Cheryl Seefeldt, 
Jan Stanton and Sara Weingartner. 

Joesph Hui, continued from page 1 Nicole Maves, continued from page 1
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Do you want to volunteer for The Dragonfly Project but 
do not live in its home base area of Minneapolis? Or 
do you live in the Minneapolis area but have a special 
connection to a state other than Minnesota?

If so, a new volunteer opportunity is available for you 
to participate in called Adopt a State! As a volunteer for 
Adopt a State, you would get dragonfly packets ready to 
send to grieving persons in the state that you chose to 
adopt.

Most volunteers focus on just one city within their adopted 
state. As a volunteer, you would be responsible for finding 
death notices of persons who have died, finding the 
addresses of the families of the deceased, addressing the 
envelopes to the families, and then signing the dragonfly 

condolence cards. Your completed work would then be 
returned to The Dragonfly Project office for mailing.

You will be supplied with all materials and can do the 
work out of your own home.

If you are interested in volunteering in this 
capacity, please email Valerie Marquardt at  
dragonflyproject@yahoo.com and put “Adopt a State” 
in the subject line. You will then be sent additional 
information so you can decide if this is a volunteer 
project you would like to be involved in. We request 
that volunteers make a one year commitment to Adopt 
a State.

We hope to hear from you soon!

NEW Volunteer Opportunity!                            ADOPT-A-STATE!

Kevin James Buchman was born 
the youngest of four children. 
He was a cute and funny boy 
with “copper penny” red hair, big 
brown eyes, and a giggle that was 
contagious. He was full of spunk 
and energy.  He made friends 
easily and grew to be a beautiful, 
strong, athletic, smart and popular 
young man. Kevin had energy and 
humor that drew people to him. 
He was respected by many peers 
and adults. He cared deeply for 
others and had a gift of working 
with children. He was a talented 
athlete, winning a most valuable 
player award his senior year of 
high school football. He graduated 
from high school with honors and 
began college.  Kevin loved his 
family and we loved him. 

A situation happened his first year of 
college, that caused Kevin to question 
his character. He was overcome 
with guilt at hurting someone 
he cared deeply for, and began a 
spiral downward into the illness of 
depression.  His journey into this 
dark cave ended with the taking of 
his own life in February 2010 at the 
age of 19.

At the news of Kevin’s death we 
received an incredible outpouring 

of support.  We began opening the 
hundreds of letters and cards we 
received, each with a special note 
or poem of comfort.  As I read each 
one, it was so difficult not to have my 
mind consumed with the manner of 
our son’s death.  

One of the cards we received contained 
the dragonfly story and a dragonfly 
key chain.  The story touched me 
in such a positive way.  I was able to 
think about Kevin not in the manner 
of his death, but as a new creation, 

beautifully transformed, watching 
over us.  It was such a beautiful 
analogy, that it immediately gave 
me comfort. 

I shared the story with my family 
and friends and it brought them 
comfort as well.  The dragonfly has 
become an important symbol for 
our family.  To me, it symbolizes 
my son.

We wished to make a donation 
to the Dragonfly Project as a 
way of saying thank you for your 
ministry.  The Dragonfly Project’s 
outreach took me from a dark 
place of despair and gave me a 
glimpse of hope and light.  I wish 
for your project to continue, with 
the desire that others can find hope 
and comfort as did I.

I wear the dragonfly keychain pendant 
on a necklace together with my son’s 
confirmation cross and a memorial 
tear pendant.  They hang close to my 
heart, and when I am ambushed by 
grief, I hold them tightly in my hand 
and remember the Dragonfly story.

I am grateful to have been touched by 
The Dragonfly Project.

~Sandy Buchman – Ham Lake, MN

Recipient Response: Sandy Buchanan (Kevin)
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8th Annual Dragonfly Project 
The 8th Annual Dragonfly Project Celebration was held at Nativity 
Lutheran Church in Saint Anthony, Minnesota on March 13, 2010. 
All are welcome at these events and this year, more than 100 volunteers, 
recipients, family members, and friends came together to celebrate the 
organization’s accomplishments and to remember and pay tribute to 
those we have lost.

Gregory Theisen and David Livingston eased everyone into a relaxed 
mood by playing lovely melodies on piano and woodwinds. Their 
pleasant music was woven between the speakers’ turns at the podium 
and it bid a fond farewell to all during the postlude.

The “welcome” reviewed of some of the past year’s highlights 
including:

•Nearly 30 ongoing and another 70 one-time volunteers pooled their 
efforts making it possible for 4,200 packets of comfort and hope to 
reach those who were suffering a loss.
•The Dragonfly Project’s outreach now extends across the United 
States and Canada and into Spain and Australia.

Anne Brooker read “The Dragonfly Story” and reflected upon the 
parallels between the organization’s growth and her own since she 
founded The Dragonfly Project at age 11.  Rachel Kroog who recorded 
Dragonfly Moments, sang the song accompanied by the angelic voices 
of two young friends who dressed in dragonfly colors especially for the 
occasion.

Heartfelt stories were shared by Hans’ mom, Julie Bonde, artist Annie 
Young and dragonfly packet recipient, Deb Vossen. To introduce Annie, 
Julie told her story of meeting Annie followed by Annie sharing her 
story of the inspiration she has gathered from The Dragonfly Project’s 
volunteers and their work. Deb Vossen shared her journey though her 
son Will’s fatal illness and the way he impressed others with his strength 
and courage. It’s a model for living that they affectionately refer to as 
“Willpower,”

The candle lighting ceremony and photo montage traditions provided 
all in attendance an opportunity to share the memory of their own 
loved ones. Board member Valerie Marquardt closed with words of 
appreciation for volunteers, donors and sponsors, and an invitation to 
all to socialize at the reception that followed.

During The Dragonfly Project Celebrations those who enter as “strangers” 
often find that as they exit, they are leaving with “friends” now bonded 
by mutual encouragement and support.  We hope you’ll join us for more 
of the same next year.

~Karen Kendall

Cheryl Seefeldt, Board Chair
Culinary consultant

Nicole Maves, Vice Chair
Full-time Mom to Sam and Morgan

Karen Kendall, Interim Secretary
Program Associate, Volunteer Services
Minnesota Historical Society

Peter Bonde, Treasurer
FLMI, Sr Application Engineer 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Joseph Hui, Board Member at Large
Certified Data Processor
Semi-retired Software Application Consultant

Valerie Marquardt, Board Member at Large
Speech-language pathologist,
Mercy Hospital

Marcia Kurtz, Board Member at Large
Quality Assurance @ Building Resources Corp - Part time
Nursing Home Volunteer - Weekly Healing Drum Circle

The Dragonfly Project
Board of Directors

Changes?
Have you moved or do 
you no longer want to 
receive the Dragonfly 
Buzzett? Please send 

these changes to Marcia 
Kurtz:

mrkurtz45@gmail.com
or 

Marcia Kurtz
46 North 16th Avenue

Hopkins, MN55343
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Celebrating

8
Years

of  Dragonfly Moments!
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MEMORIALS: 

July 2009-February 2010

In Memory of Myles Lee Anderson
 Given by Stephanie Carlson
In Memory of Loving Mother & Mother-in-Law
 Given by Jean Archambeau
In Memory of Jessica Jay Arnold
 Given by Denise Arnold
In Memory of Bob Ayres (My Loving Dad)
 Given by Alison Overstreet
In Memory of Norm Barney 
 Given by Delphine Arme
In Memory of Stepfather-in-Law
 Given by Mark Bauer
In Memory of Scott Baumgartner
 Given by Beverly Enger
In Memory of Clarence Benson
 Given by Ann Rudolph
In Memory of Cheryl Bergen’s Mom
 Given by Susan Warmka
In Memory of Margaret Biegler
 Given by Cheryl Biegler
In Memory of Hans Bonde
 Given by Kris Bonde
 Given by Pete and Julie Bonde
 Given by Dwight Dyrud
 Given by Lana Laulainen
In Memory of Cole Boushee
 Given by Carol Boushee
In Memory of Brooker Boys
 Given by Marjorie Nolan
In Memory of Hank Brooker
 Given by Charlotte Brooker
In Memory of Jim Brooker
 Given by Charlotte Brooker
In Memory of Elizabeth Carlson
 Given by Marcia Kurtz
In Memory of Sarah M. Carlson
 Given by Cheryl and Glenn Seefeldt
In Memory of Rete Coss
 Given by Orajane Kennedy
In Memory of James F. Craighead
 Given by Sharon Slinger
In Memory of Daryl
 Given by Mary Ganey
In Memory of Jennifer DeKarske
 Given by Sue Leckie
In Memory of Pat Delaney
 Given by Julia Akins
In Memory of Isaias Diaz
 Given by Danielle Suquiema
In Memory of Mark Draper
 Given by Diane Thomas

 

Not a Day Goes By
“I don’t know who you are or how you knew about us losing our grandson 
last fall, but we were really touched when we got the card and key chain 
in the mail.  I can’t figure out how you got our address only that someone 
that knows us and about your project gave it to you.

Nathan was our very special grandson and we will miss him terribly. He 
was one week short of 28 years old and had a great future ahead of 
him when he was so tragically killed in an auto accident on his way to 
work that day. The key chain means so much and we will always keep it. 
There is not a day that goes by that we don’t think of Nathan.

We will keep your project address on hand.  We will be sending you a 
donation to help keep your project going.  Again thank you so much.  
God will bless you for what you are doing to comfort ones after the loss 
of loved ones.”
                                                           ~Grandparents of Nathan Benson

The Most Touching Thing
“I received a dragonfly packet from a co-worker today, after losing my 
mother on July 3rd. When you lose someone close to  you, you start 
to hear the same things over and over, “I’m so sorry for your loss.”  “If 
there’s anything I can do to help, let me know.” And even though you 
know people mean well, their words don’t actually help or offer comfort.  
You receive countless sympathy cards, but none of them really stand 
out and it seems like they all say the same thing, and are in no way 
a replacement for your lost loved one.  However, when I opened up 
the beautiful card and read the dragonfly story, and then the envelope 
with the keychain, I was truly moved.  I got goose-bumps on my arms 
and tears in my eyes.  The remembrance packet is definitely the most 
touching thing I’ve received from anyone in condolences of my mother’s 
passing.  Thank you so much for doing what you do.”

~Kari Morrissey
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In Memory of my parents and cousin
 Given by Karen Drews
In Memory of Marret Edwards
 Given by Deb Evans
In Memory of Evelyn Eng
 Given by Charlotte Brooker
In Memory of Larry Fitzmaurice
 Given by Carol Fitzmaurice
In Memory of Dr. Randy Forbes
 Given by Richard Valentine
In Memory of Rennie Geirten
 Given by Coralea and Everett Pearson
In Memory of LeeAnn Gillstrom
 Given by Mark Bauer
In Memory of Joseph Gumushian
 Given by Diana Maggio-Gumushian
In Memory of Mary Jane Hanson
 Given by Richard Valentine
In Memory of Brian Hazelton
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Monica Hill
 Given by Elizabeth Hill
In Memory of David Hobbs
 Given by David Hobbs Music Foundation
In Memory of George & Lee Hofmann
 Given by Christine Hofmann
In Memory of Ardis Holmgren
 Given by Charlotte and Paul Englund
In Memory of Lois Johnson & Steve Homstad
 Given by Terri Homstad
In Memory of Logan Jacobson
 Given by Lisa Grant
In Memory of Laurel Johnson
 Given by Pete and Julie Bonde
In Memory of Susan L Jude
 Given by Gregory Jude
 Given by Kathy Flesher
 Given by Aging Services of Minnesota
In Memory of Nick Knaeble
 Given by Betty Tucker
In Memory of Betty Kneeland
 Given by Rhonda Sonnek
In Memory of William Krawchuk
 Given by Linda Krawchuk
In Memory of Mike Krogstad
 Given by Cindy Winandy
In Memory of Marlene’s Mother
 Given by Sue Leckie
In Memory of Wade Lilley
 Given by Paula Lewis
In Memory of Leslie Lovelady
 Given by Mona Falcon
In Memory of Grandma Majnich
 Given by Jennifer Kellinger

In Memory of Geno & Jerry Maraccini
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Wally Marquardt
 Given by Marcy Marquardt
 Given by Valerie Marquardt
In Memory of Holly Martin
 Given by Jean Archambeau
In Memory of Zachary Scott Matschiner
 Given by Kathy Matschiner
In Memory of Eric’s Mom
 Given by Kimberly Mielke
In Memory of Anne Hendrickson Nelson
 Given by Catherine Jordan
In Memory of Jacob Blair Nelson
 Given by Kathryn Nelson
In Memory of Robert Netzloff
 Given by Diane Netzloff
In Memory of Beth Olson
 Given by Cheryl and Glenn Seefeldt
In Memory of Carroll Orth
 Given by Delphine Arme
In Memory of Officer Joseph Plant
 Given by Vicki Plant
In Memory of Andrew J. Roalson
 Given by Bonita Roalson
In Memory of Amanda & Claire Rohlman
 Given by Alissa Cronauer
In Memory of John Russell
 Given by Krista Morton
In Memory of Don Savat
 Given by Georgia Savat
In Memory of Alex David Schlief
 Given by Judith Schlief
In Memory of Casey Schluessler
 Given by Marcia Willett
In Memory of Rachael Schreiner
 Given by Valerie Marquardt
In Memory of Denny Seaburg
 Given by Becky (Rebecca) Fillmore
In Memory of Kristin Seefeldt
 Given by Joseph & Patricia Peel
In Memory of Guy Smith
 Given by Marcia Smith
In Memory of Sophie Smith’s husband
 Given by Sue Zimmermann
In Memory of Kelly J. Thompson
 Given by Jeanne Walz
In Memory of Maurice Undeland
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat
In Memory of Adam Van’t Hof
 Given by Vant Hof Memorial Fund
In Memory of Albin & Carol Walz
 Given by Joyce Pauman
In Memory of Carl Walz

 Given by Jeanne Walz
In Memory of Dr. Alvin Waters
 Given by Mary Waters-Cryer
In Memory of Aunts Bev, Ellen & Annie
 Given by Ellen Waxler
In Memory of Mr. Wiirre
 Given by Beverly Jenko
In Memory of Alexander Robert Willgress
 Given by Christine Willgress

 

HONORARIUMS:  

July 2009-February 2010

In Honor of the Bonde Family 
 Given by Janet Bergman 
 Given by Judy Salkas
In Honor of Anne Brooker 
 Given by Darolyn Gray
In Honor of the McGrath Family 
 Given by Karie Talke
In Honor of Trudy’s Mom’s 90th Birthday 
 Given by Trudy Simonson
In Honor of Chad and Michelle Vomund 
 Given by Michelle Volmund
In Honor of our wedding guests 
 Given by Michelle Volmund

IN KIND DONATIONS:  

July 2009-February 2010

Nativity Lutheran Church 
 www.nativitychurch.org

Thrivent Financial 
 www.thriventfinancial.com
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In 2000, when I was 10 years old, our friends’ 11-year-old son, Hans Bonde, died of a brain tumor. Shortly thereafter, I decided to 
send the family a story about dragonflies and their significance in the cycle of life and death. The story, written by Walter Dudley 
Cavert, ended with the comforting message:  “The fact that we cannot see our loved ones or communicate with them after the trans-
formation, which we call death, is no proof that they cease to exist.”

This small gesture so moved the grieving family that, in 2002 at age 11, I decided to create my own nonprofit corporation that would 
reach out to people who were grieving. I decided to send people who had lost a loved one a condolence card, a copy of the dragonfly 
story and a dragonfly key chain.  I incorporated the organization and named it “The Dragonfly Project.”

Anne Marquardt Brooker
Founder

Each year, hundreds of dragonfly packets are sent out to individuals throughout Minnesota and beyond who are grieving the loss of 
a loved one.

To make a tax deductible donation to The Dragonfly Project or to request a dragonfly packet be sent to someone you know, please 
contact us.  Each packet containing a condolence card, the dragonfly story and a dragonfly key chain, costs $3.00 to make and send.  
The Dragonfly Project is operated by volunteer staff and a volunteer, seven-member board of directors.  Donations are welcome.  The 
Dragonfly Project is a registered 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit.  Your donations are tax deductible.

For further information and to read the dragonfly story, visit our website at  www.dragonflyproject.org.

What is The Dragonfly Project?
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