
The Dragonfly Buzzette

Newsletter for The Dragonfly Project

Recently I led a packet assembly 
event with a room full of paralegal 
employees at Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans. Fourteen people, 
some from Appleton, some from 
Minneapolis, gave two hours of 
their time to listen to my story 
and then assemble key chains and 
stuff envelopes. Some I had seen at 
previous events that we have held at 
Thrivent. One woman had recently 
received a packet when her father 
died. She was very pleased to be 
now helping to make key chains and 
packets to send to others. On that 
particular day we assembled over 
700 dragonfly packets containing 
condolence cards and key chains, 

along with the dragonfly story. 
It had been a dedicated group 
of volunteers. This is typical of 
Thrivent Employees, compassionate 
and dedicated to serving.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans 
and its employees have been 
supporters of the Dragonfly Project 
almost since its beginning. The 
Dragonfly Project was a perfect fit 
for this service-oriented company; 
especially since my husband, Pete 
Bonde. is one their employees. It 
was the death of our son, Hans 
Bonde, which inspired Anne 
Brooker to start the Dragonfly 
Project. Pete is the Treasurer and a 
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In March of 2004 our 26-year-old daughter Michelle died 
suddenly from a ruptured aortic aneurysm. We had been 
planning her wedding and we had just bought her wedding 
dress and we were so happy. We talked about an experience 
we had with a dragonfly on what would have been Michelle’s 
wedding day at the Annual Celebration a few years ago. 

We had another dragonfly experience last summer when 
Michelle’s good friend Nicole got married. Nicole had a 
small outdoor wedding on Lake Tahoe on the grounds of 
a beautiful old estate called Thunderbird Lodge. After the 
wedding, the reception was also outside. There were only 29 
of us and there was one long table decorated with Michelle’s 
favorite flower, gerbera daisies.

As the dinner was ending and the sun began to set on 
beautiful Lake Tahoe, Stan and I noticed a huge purple dragonfly flying behind Nicole and Chris. It flew the 
length of the table back and forth for a long time until the sun went down. Nicole noticed it too and we both were 
thinking that Michelle was letting us know she was there.

A Mother’s Memories of Dragonflies at a Wedding
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The Dragonfly Buzzette is the official newsletter of The Dragonfly Project and is published twice a year.  The next issue will be 
published in Spring 2012. The Dragonfly Buzzette committee consists of Julie Bonde, 
Peter Bonde, Anne Marquardt Brooker, Sharon Foss, Patsy Kahmann, Valerie Marquardt, Cheryl Seefeldt, Jan Stanton and Sara 
Weingartner.

CHANGES? Have you moved or do you no longer want to receive the Dragonfly Buzzette? Please send these changes to Marcia 
Kurtz at marciak@dragonflyproject.org (put “address changes” as the subject)
 Or The Dragonfly Project, c/o Marcia Kurtz,46 North 16th Avenue, Hopkins, MN55343

Fall 2011

As the air turns colder, and our tans fade, I am reminded that another 
year has passed and with it, exciting changes and developments for The 
Dragonfly Project. In April, we will celebrate our tenth anniversary as an 
organization! 

The Dragonfly Project’s decade of supporting and comforting those who 
are grieving is a result of our committed volunteers, generous supporters, 
and those who have been touched by the dragonfly story. All of these 
people continue to fuel this organization’s development. Thank you!

A Word From Anne Brooker, Founder
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The Dragonfly Project
Board of Directors

THIS BLENDED TEAR
This blended tear
Combines all my sorrow and strength
Expressing how deeply my heart has been cut
Bleeding from my core this blended tear
Carries with it joy and profound contentment
Struggles with guilt and forgiveness
My desire to be and do my best
To create beauty and love
My pain of loss and
My gratefulness to be here
All come together in this little drop of water
Baptizing my face
No longer able to hold the emotions in
I cannot hide what I feel
I release it all to you in
This blended tear

©2004 Julie A. Bonde
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Please plan to join us for the Tenth Annual Dragonfly Project Celebration and Remembrance Event on Saturday, 
April 14, 2012, at 1:00 p.m., at Nativity Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota. This one-hour program is a 
time for us to celebrate what The Dragonfly Project (TDP) has accomplished over the past 10 years and it gives all of 
us the opportunity to remember our loved ones who have died in years past.

During the Tenth Celebration and Remembrance Event in 2012, you will have a chance to remember your loved 
one by lighting a candle in memory of him/her. Our guest speakers will share their personal stories about their loved 
ones who died and how the dragonfly story brought them a message of hope during a time of deep grief. We will 
end the program with an update on what TDP volunteers and donors have accomplished over the past 10 years!

After the program you are invited to join us for refreshments and a chance to win a door prize! We will also have 
artwork by Sara Weingartner, The Dragonfly Moments CD, dragonfly packets, two books: The Dragonfly Door and 
The Dragonfly Secret, and dragonfly pins available for purchase. Proceeds will benefit The Dragonfly Project.

We welcome you to invite your family and friends to this heartwarming event. In the past, some people have 
brought their families and friends to honor their loved one. Others have come by themselves. Watch for more 
details about The Tenth Annual Dragonfly Project Celebration and Remembrance Event in March or check out our 
website, www.dragonflyproject.org.

We hope you can join us for this wonderful event!

Photo Request for Celebration
During the program, TDP will again show a photo 
montage of loved ones who have died in years past. If 
you are attending this event and would like to send 
a photo of your loved one to be shown, please e-mail 
the photo as a .jpg of the photo along with your love 
one’s name and a short description of what your loved 
one liked to do. (Please keep description to 15 words 
or less.) 

Photos can be e-mailed to: julieb@dragonflyproject.org  

Please write “photo montage” in the subject line of 
the e-mail.

If you submitted a photo last year and would like to 

use the same one, please use the e-mail address above 
to communicate that request and provide reference 
information about your prior photo. 

If you do not have e-mail, you can mail the photo. In 
addition to attaching the information above, please 
label the back of the photo with the deceased person’s 
name and also the sender’s address, then mail to: 

The Dragonfly Project
c/o Julie A. Bonde
2632 Brighton Avenue NE
Minneapolis, MN 55418

If you want your photo returned, please enclose a 
self-addressed stamped envelope.

Photos must be received by February 15, �01�.

Tenth
   Annual

April 14, 2012
1:00 p.m.

Dragonfly Project Celebration

        Bringing you a Message of Hope
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I am happy to write that the Adopt-a-State program is healthy and continues to grow. Its success has allowed 
The Dragonfly Project (TDP) to reach many families who have lost loved ones. We currently have more than 40 
volunteers in Adopt-a-State who live in many cities and states across the country. Our volunteers watch the obituaries 
in their area of choice and distribute packets throughout the country. So far this year, our wonderful volunteers have 
sent cards with key chains to over 1600 grieving families compared to 525 at this point last year! 

 My wife Lynn and I have been coordinators for the Adopt-a-State program since we first volunteered in September 
2009. The first packets were shipped to our volunteers in February 2010. Since then, Adopt-a-State has grown and 
allowed TDP to reach far and wide. We welcome new volunteers as we know that despite our best efforts many 
families with tragic losses do not get packets since we do not cover all areas. Many of our volunteers are from families 
who have received packets. They realized the positive impact that the dragonfly message had on them and felt 
compelled to become part of TDP. That is also what led us to volunteer. We lost our daughter Michelle in March 
2004 and received a packet. We first couldn’t believe that somewhere there were loving people who cared about us 
and noticed our loss. We came to the annual celebration that first year and found comfort and love. We wanted to 
help spread the message of hope. We love the experience of volunteering and would welcome anybody who would be 
interested. 

We have volunteer opportunities in many states across the country, as 
well as many areas in Minnesota. We would like to have help in the 
west and west central Minnesota, as well as the northwestern areas of 
the state. If you would be interested in volunteering, please contact 
adoptastate@dragonflyproject.org.

 Stan & Lynn Liedmann
Adopt-a-State Coordinators

Adopt-A-State Update

She was not going to miss the wedding! The next morning 
the wedding party met for breakfast and then we took a 
gondola up to the top of the ski mountain (which by the 
way was called Heavenly Mountain). We went all the way 
up to 9000 ft. We got out and walked around and took 
pictures of the gorgeous view. Then again—another huge 
purple dragonfly was flying back and forth in front of 
Nicole and Chris. We were truly amazed. 

We spent one week in Nevada and California and for the whole 
time we were there we never saw another dragonfly—not 
one! We really believe Michelle was sending us a message in 
a way she knew we would understand—she was there for 
Nicole and Chris’ wedding and she was still there the next 
day, at the top of Heavenly Mountain.

Our loved ones are still with us. We just need to 
remember to open our eyes and open our hearts so we 
notice when they send us a message.

Lynn Liedman

Wedding Dragonflies
(continued from page one)

Submitting Stories to the Dragonfly Buzzette:

Your stories are important. Through this 
newsletter, your wonderful stories about your 
loved ones and your experiences with dragonflies 
have helped countless people in their time of 
grieving. We thank you for sharing them and 
would encourage you to continue to share your 
stories.

If you would like to share your story, send an 
e-mail to: BuzzetteEditor@dragonflyproject.org. 

Share Your
Dragonlfy Story

With Us!
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Thrivent (continued from page one)

member of the Dragonfly Project Board of Directors. 
Other faithful employees have given much of their time 
and energy toward helping out our project. 

One of these is John Overby who organized the 
paralegal event.  John Overby has been involved with 
The Dragonfly Project ever since he started at Thrivent. 
John, who is a master at assembling key chains, says “I 
keep coming back because it allows me to be a part of 
something good that helps people. I know how good 
it makes me feel when someone is thinking of me. Life 
is hard enough just getting through the normal every 
day stuff, and if you’re grieving on top of that, it seems 
like everything is impossible…The Dragonfly Project 
is a message of hope for people to get them through a 
difficult time.”

Another Thrivent employee, Karin Vukich, is one of our 
regular Adopt-a-State volunteers. As one of the 2010 
Thrivent Volunteers of the Year, she designated The 
Dragonfly Project to be her charity of choice to receive a 
monetary gift from Thrivent. She and her confirmation 
group adopted the state of Montana. They look up 
obituaries and addresses and send our condolence cards to 
those who are bereaved. They also make key chains for us.

Every year Thrivent Financial holds a fund drive called 
the Employee Giving Program to encourage support 
of charities and non-profits. Some employees have 
designated TDP to be a recipient of their funds. The 
Dragonfly Project has donated to this by offering cards 
and books for their auction. And each time we hold a 
packet assembly event with employees, Thrivent pays for 
the supplies we use that day. 

We are grateful to Thrivent and its employees for their 
generosity. And I am grateful to have met so many 
loving and kind people there. Like John Overby says, 
“every day is a new beginning that brings a ray of 
hope and I think the Dragonfly Project helps do that.” 
Thrivent helps do that too.

~Julie A. Bonde
Packet Assembly Coordinator

You can shop for a perfect holiday gift while at the 
same time supporting The Dragonfly Project (TDP). 
On December 9, 2011, TDP will receive 20 percent of 
the evening’s sales from 5–8 p.m. at the Ten Thousand 
Villages store on Grand Avenue in St. Paul.  

Ten Thousand Villages works with 100 artisan 
groups from over thirty countries all over the world 
including Africa, Asia, Haiti, and Latin America to 
sell fair-trade jewelry and gifts. Fair-trade products 
enable artisans to earn a fair wage and provide an 
opportunity for a better quality of life.

This is a great opportunity to get your holiday 
shopping done and help TDP at the same time! 
Please mark your calendars for December 9. 
Dragonfly Project volunteers will be at the store that 
night to greet customers and educate them about 
The Dragonfly Project.

Ten Thousand Villages is located at 867 Grand Ave. St. Paul. To find out more about Ten Thousand Villages, go to 
www.tenthousandvillages.com.

We hope to see you on December 9th!

December 9, 2011
5:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Shop for Your Holiday Gifts and 
Support the Dragonfly Project!
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Want to bring The Dragonfly Project to Your Group? 
To Get a Speaker: 
If you would like a representative from The Dragonfly 
Project to come and speak to your group or at your event 
please send an e-mail to speaker@dragonflyproject.org 
 
We suggest a donation to The Dragonfly Project for each 
speaker. Please contact us for more information.

To Have a Volunteer Packet Assembly Event:
If you would like to have your group volunteer for 
The Dragonfly Project as a service project, please contact 
Julie Bonde, at julieb@dragonflyproject.org.  
 
You organize the group and we will bring supplies to 
work with you. 

The Dragonfly Project (TDP) is grateful for your donations. 
Currently, TDP has two online options for donating: GiveMN website and Paypal. 

To make a donation using a credit card on our GiveMN website:
1.Go to http://givemn.razoo.com/story/The-Dragonfly-Project.
2.Follow the directions on the website.
3.If you are giving a donation for packets (cards and key chains), check Add a Designation  
and enter “for packets” or “for [x] packets” as a note in the Designation box that pops up.  
(The x is the number of packets you want.)

To make a donation using your PayPal account:
1.Go to your PayPal account.
2.Click on the tab Send Money.
3.Enter treasurer@dragonflyproject.org as the e-mail address. 
4.Follow the PayPal instructions to complete.
5.If you are giving a donation for packets (cards and key chains), there will be an opportunity for you to send an 
e-mail to treasurer@dragonflyproject.org. Use that opportunity to mention that the payment is for a packet order.

Want to Donate Online? 

Date Event Time Location
December 9, 2011 Holiday Gift Shopping

(See Article , page 5)
5-8 PM Ten Thousand Villages

867 Grand Avenue
St. Paul, MN 

Februrary 15, 2012 Montage Photos due
(See Article , page 3)

MIDNIGHT Mail to: 
The Dragonfly Project 
c/o Julie A. Bonde 
2632 Brighton Ave 
NEMinneapolis, MN 55418 
Or julieb@dragonflyproject.org

April 14, 2012 The Dragonfly Tenth 
Anniversary Celebration
(See Article , page 3)

1 PM Nativity Lutheran Church
3312 Silver Lake Rd.
St. Anthony Village, MN

Dates to Remember
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MEMORIALS: 

March 2011-August 2011

In Memory of Jacob Baalson
 Given by Kay Baalson
In Memory of Andrew Theodore Henry Bakke
 Given by Kirsten Fisher
In Memory of Lowell Berchtold
 Given by Charlotte and Paul Englund
In Memory of Pastor Sherry Billberg
 Given by Debra Tokheim
In Memory of Earl Bonde
 Given by Judy and Mike Salkas
 Given by Laura Prey
In Memory of Hans Peter Bonde
 Given by Charlotte Bonde
 Given by Pete and Julie Bonde
In Memory of Dennis and Mark Boro
 Given by Maureen and Dennis Boro
In Memory of Margaret Bosworth
 Given by Betty Tucker
In Memory of Cole Boushee
 Given by Carol Boushee
In Memory of Bill Brissee
 Given by Susan Warmka
In Memory of Lois Brocl’s Mother
 Given by Betty Karpen
In Memory of Don Brooker
 Given by Mark and Jana Bauer
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, 
 Greg Brooker, and Anne
In Memory of The Brooker Boys
 Given by Marjorie Nolan
In Memory of Joseph C. Bundy
 Given by Cathy Peters
In Memory of John Carlson
 Given by Jody Carlson
In Memory of Juanita Claugherty
 Given by Sue Kovarik
In Memory of Ella Cleary
 Given by Tami VanOverbeke
In Memory of Tommy Craig
 Given by Betty Tucker
In Memory of Kenneth Lee Danekas
 Given by Kerri Danekas
In Memory of Laura C. Devereaux
 Given by John Devereaux
In Memory of Aurura Faith Devries
 Given by Nancy Gale
In Memory of Jocelyn Jane Draper
 Given by Diane Thomas
In Memory of Son of Candice DuBois
 Given by Jeanne Bjornaard
In Memory of Nevaeh Ellicson
 Given by Christopher Carr

In Memory of Chris’ Father
 Given by Betty Karpen
In Memory of Carmela Fiori, Mother
 Given by Gwen Hallack
In Memory of David M. Frye, Husband
 Given by Terri Frye
In Memory of Bob Hallack
 Given by Ginger Collyard
In Memory of Tiffany Lane Harmon
 Given by Rebecca Harmon
In Memory of Murray Harpole
 Given by Georgia Savat
In Memory of Cecelia Headlee
 Given by Sandra Pettis
In Memory of Heidi Horchler Roering
 Given by Robin Eggert
In Memory of Dana Jacobson
 Given by Judith Johnson
In Memory of Metta Jean
 Given by Nancy Reuille
In Memory of Jesse 2006 and John 2010
 Given by Dawn Heller
In Memory of Judy
 Given by Carole Orth
In Memory of John Kalas
 Given by Marcia Willett
In Memory of Hank Keller
 Given by Valerie Marquardt, 
 Greg Brooker, & Anne
In Memory of Kevin
 Given by Maureen and Dennis Boro
In Memory of Mr. Knox
 Given by Michelle Vomund
In Memory of Earnie Larsen
 Given by Marilyn Hierl
In Memory of Jerome Lasley
 Given by Amy Lasley
In Memory of Jerry Lasley
 Given by Elizabeth Lasley
 Given by Duncan Lasley
In Memory of Aija Leipins
 Given by Dana Brandenburg
In Memory of Michele Fontaine Lockrem
 Given by Richard Lockrem
In Memory of Grandma Lois
 Given by Tonya Spies
In Memory of Betty Love
 Given by Richard Love
In Memory of Marcia
 Given by Maureen and Dennis Boro
In Memory of Zachary Scott Matschiner
 Given by Kathy Matschiner
In Memory of James McCarthy
 Given by Diane Potok
In Memory of Eugene E Miller
 Given by Elsie Miller

In Memory of John Miner
 Given by Charlotte and Paul Englund
In Memory of My Mom
 Given by Julie Moll
In Memory of Mother
 Given by Sara Jane Ranney
In Memory of Mother of Melissa Jensen
 Given by Sara Jane Ranney
In Memory of Mother of Tara Wahl
 Given by Sara Jane Ranney
In Memory of Mary Neimon
 Given by Janet Otten
In Memory of Bob Nisbet
 Given by Sarah Nisbet
In Memory of Bob Olson
 Given by Donna Perrine
In Memory of John R Paul
 Given by Audrey Paul
In Memory of Gari Perrine
 Given by Donna Perrine
In Memory of Bob Peterson
 Given by Sue Ortman
In Memory of Louise Peterson
 Given by Robert and Marcia Kurtz
In Memory of Officer Joey Plant
 Given by Vicki Plant
In Memory of Frank Prochazka
 Given by Susan Miner
In Memory of Chuck Reynolds
 Given by Leona Reynolds
In Memory of Amanda Rohlman
 Given by Linda Rohlman
In Memory of Michael C Rose
 Given by Margaret Lindsley
In Memory of Sister, Savanna
 Given by Carmen Vanderport-Johnson
In Memory of Severin Savat
 Given by Georgia Savat
In Memory of Roeana Schmidt
 Given by Cassandra Duncan
In Memory of Carol Seward
 Given by Stephanie Carlson
In Memory of Tom Sullivan
 Given by Elizabeth Sullivan
In Memory of Kelly Jeanne Thompson
 Given by Jeanne Walz
In Memory of The thousands
 of lives lost in Japan
 Given by Freda Myhrwold
In Memory of Sarah Tilman
 Given by Catherine Tilman
In Memory of Bill Tombarge
 Given by P.J. Tombarge
In Memory of Jim Voce
 Given by Ladonna Kiefat

In Memory of Nathalie Welch
 Given by Elizabeth Lasley
In Memory of Raymond E. Wetzel, Jr
 Given by Virginia Wetzel
In Memory of Alberta Whitaker
 Given by Amy Hennen
 Given by Norman Whitaker
In Memory of Dennis Whitaker
 Given by Amy Hennen
In Memory of Alexander Robert Willgreess
 Given by Christine Willgress
In Memory of Larry Windell
 Given by Betty Tucker
In Memory of Julie Woltzen
 Given by Joyce Woltzen

 

HONORARIUMS: 
 
March 2011-August 2011

In Honor of Monica Jensen
 Given by Sara Jane Ranney
In Honor of Jacob Blair Nelson
 Given by Kay Cafferty
In Honor of Casey Schluessler
 Given by Marcia Willett
In Honor of Karin Vukich
 Given by Thrivent Financial Foundation
In Honor of Joan M. Weiss
 Given by Elizabeth Otten

IN KIND DONATIONS:
March 2011-August 
2011

Heron Dance
 www.herondanace.org
Nativity Lutheran Church
 www.nativitychurch.org
Thrivent Financial
 www.thriventfinancial.com
Lorrie Roff
www.Studio-Lphotos.com
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In 2000, when I was 10 years old, our friends’ 11-year-old son, Hans Bonde, died of a brain tumor. Shortly thereafter, I decided to send the family 
a story about dragonflies and their significance in the cycle of life and death. The story, written by Walter Dudley Cavert, ended with the comfort-
ing message:  “The fact that we cannot see our loved ones or communicate with them after the transformation, which we call death, is no proof 
that they cease to exist.”

This small gesture so moved the grieving family that, in 2002 at age 11, I decided to create my own nonprofit corporation that would reach out to 
people who were grieving. I decided to send people who had lost a loved one a condolence card, a copy of the dragonfly story and a dragonfly 
key chain.  I incorporated the organization and named it “The Dragonfly Project.”

Anne Marquardt Brooker
Founder

Each year, thousands of dragonfly packets are sent throughout the United States and other countries to individuals who are grieving the loss of 
a loved one. Each dragonfly packet,  which contains a condolence card, the dragonfly story and a dragonfly key chain, costs $4.00 to make and 
send.  The Dragonfly Project is operated by volunteers and a board of directors.  Donations are welcome.  

To make a tax deductible donation to The Dragonfly Project or to request a dragonfly packet be sent to you or someone you know, visit our 
website at www.dragonflyproject.org.  The Dragonfly Project is a registered 501 ( c ) (3) non-profit.  Your donations are tax deductible. You can 
mail us your tax deductible donation or your request by downloading the forms on our website. Donations can be made “in honor of” or “in memory 
of” a loved one. Check with your employer to see if they will match your donation. 

For further information about The Dragonfly Project’s current projects, upcoming events, or ways you can get involved, please visit our website 
at  www.dragonflyproject.org.

What is The Dragonfly Project?
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